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entities to appraise the problem and report back to the State Board 

by March 1, 1976. 

Also, the water quality control plans for Basins 7A and u 

7B provide that: 

"The Regional Board has authorized the formation 
of an organization to develop and conduct studies 
to determine the actual aquatic and wildlife 
resources in the irrigation drains, and the unit 
benefits that may be achieved by controlling 
fertilizer and pesticides at various levels. The 
Regional Board's Executive Officer is to be the 
'Director of the Study', with authorization and 

’ direction to (1) form the study organization, 
(2) develop a study plan for Regional Board review 
and concurrence, (3)' expedite the approved study 
to the extent of available funding and manpower, 
and (4) submit a finalized report to the Regional 
Board. The study organization will include the 
invited participation of Imperial Irrigation 
District, Coachella Valley County Water District, 
and Palo Verde Irrigation District, State Department 
of Fish and Game, possibly a few farmers, and the 
Agricultural Commissioners, to see if some improvements 
can be.made to discharge less ammonia to the drains." 
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The Regional Board should proceed, in concert with other 

effected persons and 

within the limits of 

on the studies shall 

the State Board staff to carry out the above studies 

current budgetary constraints. A progress report 
. . 

be made to the State Board by March 1, 1976. 

% III. CONCLUSION 

After review of the entire record, and for reasons heretofore 

expressed, we conclude that the action of the Regional Board in 

adopting Order Nos. 75-9, 75-10, and 75-11 was appropriate and proper. 
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IV. ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

1. The petition of the California Department of Fish and , ; ‘++. 
. . 

Game for review of Order Nos. 75-9, 75-10, and 75-11 is denied. 

2. The State Board request the Agricultural Water Quality 1 

Advisory Committee, working in coordination with the State and Regional 

Boards and other appropriate state and federal entities to determine the 

need for and the scope of studies necessary to determine if irrigation 

return flows contain wastes which have a toxic effect 

wildlife in the receiving waters and will report back 

Board by March 1, 1976. 

on fish and 

to the State 

3. The Regional Board should, in concert with other affected 

areas and the State Board staff, proceed to carry out the study 

and study plan for the study proposed in the water quality 

control plans for Basins 7A and 7B within the limits of current budgetary 

constraints. A progress report on the studies shall be made to the 

State Board by March 1, 1976. 

W. W. Adams, Chairman 
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W. Don Maughan, u i e Chairman 


